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Fall 2026 
Community & Regional Planning   
Department of Earth, Environment, and Planning, East Carolina University 
 

Course Name: Planning Techniques 

Course Prefix and Number: PLAN 3021 

Course Section Number: 001  

Course Description:  

Communication, computation, data analysis, and other analytical techniques for effective urban and 
regional planning 

Required Course Materials for Purchase:  

There is no required textbook. All reading materials will be available via Canvas or ECU Libraries e-books. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of the course, students are expected to be able to: 

• Describe the planning process and problem-solving approach 

• Demonstrate students’ understanding of the fundamentals of social science research 

• Explain the criticality of research ethics 

• Be able to conceptualize, operationalize, and develop research questions and hypotheses 

• Design research  

• Create a survey questionnaire  

• Examine secondary data analysis 

• Conduct fundamental descriptive statistical analyses  

• Be able to visualize the data  

• Be able to work in teams  

• Manipulate the topographic map 

• Identify elements of land use maps 

• Explain the relationship of the deed to the property 
 

Assessment of Student Performance – Grading Scale:  

Your grade will be determined based on a 100-point system.  

Letter Grade Points Letter Grade Points 

A 93-100 C 73-76.99 

A- 90-92.99 C- 70-72.99 

B+ 87-89.99 D+ 67-69.99 

B 83-86.99 D 63-66.99 

B- 80-82.99 D- 60-62.99 

C+ 77-79.99 F 0-59.99 
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Assessment of Student Performance - Major Assignments and percentage of 

final grade:  

• Weekly exams (10%): Students will take seven weekly exams. Exams will cover all materials, 
including lectures, readings, LinkedIn videos, and weekly assignments. 

• CITI training and certification (5% in total): Students must complete the CITI training (external 
research ethics training). This training requires taking quizzes to pass the exam. Students must 
complete the training (they must score 80 or better).  

• Assignments and class project (75%): There will be 28 assignments in total (tentative), including 
the semester-long class project.  

 

Assessment of Student Performance – Attendance/participation  

• Attendance (10%): This is a face-to-face course. Regular, in-person attendance is expected. 
Students are responsible for all material covered in class, including any material missed due to 
absence. Absences must be communicated to the instructor in advance whenever possible, or as 
soon as feasible in the case of emergencies. Documentation will be required for an absence to 
be considered excused. Absences are counted beginning with a student’s official enrollment in 
the course. 
 

Statement of Engagement with Diverse Scholarly Perspectives 

• PLAN3021 engages in diverse scholarly perspectives to develop critical thinking, analysis, and 
debate and inclusion of a reading does not imply endorsement. 

 


